Welcome Wild Thing Families!
[image: image1.jpg]



We are excited to start another school year here at Appleseeds. The Preschool classroom is unique in so many ways. Every child is different and develops at her own rate. Yet somehow, we begin to search for social belonging and find ways to relate to one another. With this thought, I would like to share a quote.

“The only way to make sense out of change is to plunge into it, move with it, and join the dance” – Alan Watts

This group of children are making a very big adjustment together. Changes will be happening all year long. But through it all, they will be doing it together. Working alongside each other, and watching each other grow.

This year it will be our primary goal to develop a sense of community and social belonging within a group. We can start by creating our extended family with a collage of family members, pets, relatives, or anything that may be important to your Wild Thing. Please pass photos in A.S.A.P.
List of things your Wild Thing will need in our classroom.

· Spare clothes. Two sets including socks

· Sunscreen

· Sunhat

· Blanket
· Insulated lunch box

· Spare sweatshirt

Clothing hints

· When supplying clothes, please keep in mind the seasonal weather.
· Sending your child to school in sandals will eliminate the need to pack extra shoes. We do a lot of water play!

· On cooler mornings, we suggest sweat pants and spring jackets can easily be removed at drop off. Changing wild things late morning to accommodate temperature changes can cause a waiting period for other students. And in turn, causes frustration and conflict within the group. So please make sure they are ready to play!
· Please do not send your child to school in their Sunday best. We mostly use washable products however, accidents do happen.

· One of our favorite sayings is “Messes mean we had fun!” Know that we will always keep your preschooler dry and comfortable even after the messiest of activities.

· Soiled clothing will be bagged and labeled for you to take home at the end of the day.
Lunch hints

· We are a nut free school. Please read all labels carefully for any nut warnings or warnings concerning machinery that processes nuts.
· The office has available a list of lunch ideas that are nut free.

· We recommend a thermos for warm meals. We are unable to leave the room to heat lunches.

Parent-Teacher communication

Our first wave of communication will be the daily note located on the white board. Because our curriculum web is so open-ended, we will inform you of the activities that we did that day in the note.

Blog updates are available daily at Appleseedsdayschool.com. Select “classroom blogs” them “preschool 1” password “wildthings4” (case sensitive)

Diaper charts, nap and meal charts are no longer being used. We pack up excessive left-overs and potty training is going on all day. Naps at this age usually vary. Although we don’t chart these habits, we generally know approximately how long they sleep, how much they eat and how often they go potty. We will let you know if any of your child’s normal habits are out of the ordinary!
For developmental assessments we are using “Creative Curriculum.” Developmental profiles will be completed at least twice a year and parent teacher conferences are offered at this time, if you so choose. Of course, you may request one at any time.
Call or e-mail anytime. Preschool1@comcast.net 772-9995x5

Separation and drop-off

We understand that this moment of your day can sometimes be your hardest. (We’re moms too!) It can also be very stressful for your child. If we all work together to minimize confusion and promote consistency, it will greatly improve our chances of a smooth transition. Here are some tips for having a successful drop-off routine.

· Never sneak out! It is important that your preschooler knows that you are leaving.

· Briefly explain what it is you are doing while you are gone. I.E. “Daddy is going to work today.”

· Tell your child “You will be with your friends Del and Karen here at Appleseeds.”

· Tell your child “I love you” and “goodbye”.

· The most important thing to remember is to leave as soon as you say “Goodbye”. It is crucial that your preschooler has a clear understanding and solid expectation of what happens when they arrive at school.

· If you need assistance please ask! We don’t mind!

Don’t be shy. Call whenever you would like to check in.

Curriculum
Appleseeds Day School strives to utilize and emergent curriculum, which provides your child with developmentally appropriate activities. This means that we will be observing your child’s play and social interactions in an attempt to understand their abilities and challenges. We then attempt to analyze the observations so that we can provide subsequent activities that are meaningful, challenging, and support further development in the context of themes in which the children have expressed an interest. We believe that children learn in a social context and we will provide them with as many social opportunities as possible.
A copy of our learning web will be provided outside the classroom entrance monthly. If you would like a copy just ask!

Wild Thing Families,

Hello everyone! I’d like to take a moment and introduce myself. My name is Adele Paci but you can call me, Del. (The children do) I’ve been a teacher here at Appleseed’s since April 2004 and have been working with children since 1998. That’s 15 years in child care!

I attended New Hampshire Community Technical College at Stratham and Manchester for Early Childhood Education. I am credentialed as a Level 3 Early Childhood Teacher through the state of New Hampshire. I am currently enrolled at NHTI of Concord.
I have a 9 year old daughter, Aurora. She is in the fourth grade and attended Appleseed’s from infancy until first grade. Also, I have an 8 year old stepson, Colby. Becoming a parent has moved me to become the best care-giver I can possibly be for your child. I know firsthand what it is like to leave your crying child with a stranger. We plan to do everything we can to make this transition a smooth one.
Looking forward to making good memories with you all!

With all my love,

Adele (Del) Paci
Wild Thing families,
Hello and welcome to the Wild thing room. My name is Karen McRobbie. 

I have been with Appleseeds since September of 2010. I have had the privilege and pleasure of working with most families and I absolutely love it here.

I have been working in childcare centers for eight years. Prior to that, I have provided childcare for several families and friends for twenty years. I earned my teaching certificate through Northern Essex Community College. I continue my education by attending workshops and trainings.
I have three beautiful children and one granddaughter. I am very excited to be given the opportunity to share, learn, and grow with your child. I’m confident we will have a great year.

Sincerely,

Karen McRobbie

